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the ministers in office at the time. It contained, among
others, Lady itformanby, wife of the Irish Viceroy, and
a sister of Lord Morpeth, Chief Secretary for Ireland,
both of whom were ladies of the bedchamber; and the
appointments in general were held not unnaturally to
show that the ministers possessed the entire confidence
of the Crown. Not less naturally, when Peel was sum-
moned to undertake the government he desired to be
able to exhibit to the country an equally public mark
of the royal confidence. He felt, as he subsequently
explained in his place in Parliament, that being in a
minority in the House of Commons, his legitimate
authority in the country would be impaired if the queen
were to remain surrounded with the friends and relatives
of the late ministers, whose influence over her had, on
account of her youth and inexperience, become personal
rather than political. Accordingly, when he went to the
palace with a list of his Cabinet, and had obtained the
royal assent to the nominations he proposed to make,
he intimated to the queen that it would also be necessary
that he should be permitted to recommend certain
changes among the ladies of the household. The queen
replied at once that she must reserve the whole of these
appointments, and that it was her pleasure that the
whole should continue without any change. Peel
thereupon stated frankly that he must consult his col-
leagues, and left the palace for the purpose. The
queen, on her part, forthwith appealed to her late
ministers for advice and support. A Cabinet Council
was held, and a memorandum was drawn up, in which
the queen was advised to inform Peel that, having
considered the proposal to remove the ladies of her